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hall is that [the latter] can
be more sterile,”
Jaries Dreler, a lecturer in
the UI Jazz Department
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Mill is that people are right
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We get the ensembles out in-

the energy” . ..

The Jazz Department
has been doing & variety of
Thursday night shows at
the Mill in recent years,
Dreier said.

“We get the ensembles

out in a nightclub atmos-
phere, because that is
where this music was born,
and it still exists there,” he

said. “Tt’'s good for the stu- -

dents to have that experi-
ence, somewhere that is
much more intimate.”

The concerts feature both
large ensembles and small
combos with students and
profegsors in the Jazz
Department, each with a
different foens on a style or
subgenre. These include
West African, swing, and
classic American among
others. Other Ul jazz
ensembles include World
Beat, Latin Jazz, and John-
son County Landmark.

The Jazz Repertory
Ensemble covers early

phere because that is where th
and it still exists ther

s James Dreier, Ul Jazz Department Lecturer

swing to progressive jazz.
The group learns to per-
form music from each era
and also to uge improvisa-
tion techniques.

Brent Sandy, a Ul jazz
faculty member and direc-
tor of the Jazz Rep Ensem-
ble, said that his mission
for the group is to teach the
members the basics of Jazz
by providing an opportuni-
ty to play in live settings.

“My mission is to teach the

will perform tomqht at ili

bas:cs Sandy Sald HOW to* : assmnlate [what they have

swing and the ins and outs of

playing alot of the great com- -
posers -and arrangers of of the -

history of jazz.”

These famous jazz mas- -

ters include Count Basie,
Charlés Mingus, Duke
Ellington, and Thelonious
Monk, whose works pro-
vide a solid foundation for
musie.

“[This music] is based on
the blues, which is very
African-American-centered
music,” Sandy said. “Basic
blues was created in the
slave fields as a means of
storytelling.”

Through improvisation
and individual flair, the 16

e Thiey canimitate and

learned] into their-own

“gtyleés and then 1nn0vate:
wheén that time comes,
-Sandy said. '
Spindler said he enjoys--'

playing jazz in a. bar
because he said it feels
more authentic in the
sense that it has a laid-
back vibe, and that’s how
the music came to be.

He was also involved in
the Latin Jazz ensemble,
Jazz Combo, and Johnson
County Landmark.

“T grew into jazz because
the culture is more about
vou developing your own
sounds; you can interpret

= wrould Togram show ata

© . tries to encompass the wide

Sandy said jazz is’

: o improvisation, which
-essentially creating one’s
‘-own melodies over gw
‘hatmonies,

“T'We play] different tem-

pos, styles, and keys,”
Sandy said. “All of this
comes into play for the way
you program & piece, like
the way a visual artist

posers of the

nge of. styles: from' com-
st and then
play the music 50 it excltes
the audiente.
“Students should come

-put-and support their fel-

low students to see what's
happening in other parts of
campus and hear one of
America’s only indigenous
art forms,” Sandy said.




